
OLVER ANNOUNCES $32,340 FOR CUMMINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

  
  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $32,340 to the Cummington Fire Department under the 2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program.

  The grant will assist the Cummington Fire Department by funding an air compressor unit in the fire station for refilling first responder breathing apparatus on site.

  Olver said, "This funding reflects a critical need for Cummington and the surrounding communities. This new equipment will save the department money in refilling costs and more importantly allow for immediate refills should demand for compressed air call for it."

  The 2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program is administered by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Office for Domestic Preparedness in cooperation with the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA).  The program awards one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. Under the 2005 program, awards to fire departments around the country will be announced each week beginning in June 2005, with the competitive funds obligated by the end of December 2005.

  "Our firefighters deserve the best equipment to do their jobs safely and effectively," Olver added.  "First responders risk their lives every day for their communities.  The new equipment, which the department cannot afford with its current budget, will enhance the safety of firefighters, as well as the community members they serve and protect."
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